
 

 

The 14th annual John Usher Memorial Lecture (“JUMP”) 
 
A special event in the STEP calendar, as it allows us to honour the memory of John Usher, who served 
as Honorary Secretary of the Suisse Romandie Branch of STEP Geneva from its inception in 1992 
until his death in September 2007. As John contributed enormously to the success of STEP in 
Switzerland this is the perfect opportunity to look at our STEP students, who themselves will the 
upcoming members that continue to make our society a success.  John was particularly keen on 
encouraging young students in Switzerland and Liechtenstein to qualify for membership through the 
STEP Diploma in International Trust Management (“the Diploma”). Therefore it is an opportunity to 
congratulate our top STEP Suisse Romande students. 
 

We are very pleased to welcome this year’s very special guest speaker: 
 

 
 

RT HON DAME PENNY MORDAUNT DBE 
 

Penny Mordaunt was an MP for 14 years, during which time she held nine ministerial roles - four of 
those being in Cabinet. She was the first (and only) woman to hold the roles of Secretary of State for 
Defence and Minister for the Armed Forces. She also held the role of Paymaster General, where she 
became the UK government’s first crossgovernment defensive cyber lead, and led the rebuild of the 
UK’s civil contingencies and resilience strategy. 
 
Penny also held the role of Secretary of State for International Development, working with UN agencies 
and international organisations, as well as being the UK’s representative at the World Bank. In her role 
as Trade Minister, she brokered new trade deals, including overseeing the UK’s accession to the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership. She also established 
economic agreements with individual US states in lieu of a US deal - a move that saw her undertaking 
the longest tour of the US of any Minister since Churchill. She was also on the Withdrawal Agreement 
Joint Committee overseeing the UK’s exit from the EU. She has held other roles in local government, 
work, health, pensions and disability. 
 
Prior to Parliament she worked across all sectors and also in US politics as Head of Foreign Press for 
the RNC during the Bush 2000 campaign. She was a Royal Navy Reservist for 10 years and is now an 
Honorary Captain affiliated to MCM2 Squadron, the UK’s mine hunters and bomb disposal divers. She 
is co-author of Greater: Britain After the Storm, which made bestseller lists in the UK and the US - and 
also gained international attention in her role of Leader of the Commons, which saw her presiding over 
the Accession Council following the death of Queen Elizabeth II and at the coronation of King Charles 
III. 
 
She has won Parliamentary Wit of the Year, Spectator speech of the year, was among Grazia and 
Vogue’s most influential women of the year. Known for her speeches and exchanges in the House 
of Commons, she is one of only four women to have been asked to address the Saints and 
Sinners club, the others being Princess Anne, Margaret Thatcher and Dame Vera Lynn. 



 

 

 
 

 

Penny will be discussing: 
  
 
 

“The Building and Destruction of Trust” 
 

It takes time and consistency to build trust and confidence in managing wealth, in politics, in 

diplomacy and negotiation etc, but all can be lost overnight through action or inaction on points of 

importance to the relevant constituents. 

 
 
 

WHEN Thursday, 30 October 2025  
Doors open for registration and champagne at 17h30 

The presentation will start at 18h15, preceded by Suisse Romande 
student awards and followed by refreshments and hors-d’oeuvres until 

20:30 
 
 

WHERE The Four Seasons Hotel des Bergues, Geneva 
33 Quai Des Bergues, Geneva, 1201, Switzerland 

 

 
FEES STEP and/or BSCC member: CHF90 

Non-Member: CHF 130 
STEP Student Diploma: CHF45 

 
 

Following the tradition of JUMP in supporting students, we are pleased to 
announce that the highest-scoring foundation and diploma students in 2024 

working towards becoming full members of STEP in Suisse Romande will receive a 
prize at the event. 
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OUR CONTINUED THANKS TO STEP GENEVA SPONSORS: 

  


